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AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
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AMEMBASSY SANAA 
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USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
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BEIRUT RAID 

1. ASST SECY SISCO TELEPHONED EGYPTIAN MIN KHALIL APR 12 
TO SAY WE DISTURBED AT TENOR OF CAIRO PRESS TREATMENT OF 
ISRAELI RAIDS AGAINST FEDAYEEN IN BEIRUT. THERE APPEARS TO 
US TO BE CONCERTED EFFORT BY TWO OF CAIRO’ S THREE PAPERS TO 
IMPLICATE US IN THIS OPERATION ON BASIS OF TOTALLY FLIMSY 

" EVIDENCE" AND IN SPITE OF OUR CATEGORIC DENIALS THAT US 
INVOLVED IN ANY WAY. WE HAD MADE IT CLEAR THERE ABSOLUTELY 
NO FOUNDATION TO THESE ALLEGATIONS. US EMBASSY IN BEIRUT 
HAD ISSUED STATEMENT TO THIS EFFECT, BUT NEITHER OF THE TWO 
CAIRO PAPERS HAD BOTHERED TO REPORT THIS. USG CONCERNED 
BECAUSE THIS COVERAGE IS IRRESPONSIBLE AND COULD HAVE 
RESULT OF INFLAMING PUBLIC OPINION AGAINST US. SISCO 
RECALLED THAT EGYPTIAN ACCUSATIONS OF US INVOLVEMENT IN 
1967 WAR HAD TAKEN LONG TIME TO SORT OUT. 

2. SISCO STATED IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IF GOE WOULD USE ITS 
INFLUENCE TO CHANGE THIS SITUATION. USG ALSO ASSUMED EGYP- 
TIAN AUTHORITIES WERE TAKING THE NECESSARY SECURITY PRECAU- 
TIONS TO ENSURE SAFETY OF AMERICANS IN EGYPT. 

3. KHALIL COMMENTED IT WOULD HAVE BEEN HELPFUL IF USG HAD 
DEPLORED OR CONDEMNED ISRAELI RAID INTO LEBANON. HE NOTED 

HE HAD CONVEYED DEPT PRESS SPOKESMAN' S REMARKS ON THIS SUB- 
JECT TO CAIRO. SISCO SAID US POSITION REMAINED THAT WE 
AGAINST VIOLENCE FROM ALL QUARTERS. WE OBJECTED TO PRO- 
PENSITY TO CONDEMN ONLY ONE SIDE AS REFLECTED IN SOME UN 
DEBATES. FOR EXAMPLE. SISCO REFUTED LEGAL DISTINCTION 
DRAWN BY SOME BETWEEN ACTS BY A GOVERNMENT AND THOSE OF 
NON- GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS FEDAYEEN. THIS LEGAL 
NICETY, HE SAID, HAD LOST ALL MEANING IN PRESENT CIRCUM 
STANCES: VICTIMS JUST AS DEAD IN EITHER CASE. KHALIL SAID 
CAIRO DISTURBED AT WHAT IT SAW AS TENDENCY HERE TO EQUATE 
BSO WITH ALL PALESTINIANS. SISCO REPLIED THAT WE HAD MADE 
Cl EAR ON REPEATED OCCASIONS- HE HAD DONE SO ONLY TWO HOURS 
BEFORE IN VO A STATEMENT- THAT WE SEEK PEACEFUL RESOLUTION 
OF CONFLICT FOR ALL, INCLUDING JUST SETTLEMENT FOR 
PALESTINIANS. ROGERS 
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